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New Jersey Municipal Salary Report

February 9, 2010
RE: Governor Christie Signs Executive Order on GOAH
Dear Mayor:

Teday, the Governor signed an Executive Order implementing a 90-day period in which, “COAH shall refraln from taking any further action to
process applications for substantive certification or to take any other actions to Implement the Third Round Regulations.”

Further, the Execulive Qrder creates the "Housing Opportunity Task Force” fo underiake a review of the Fair Housing Act, the State Planning Act and
COAH regulations, This task ferce will be chaired by former State Senator Marcia Karrow.,

A copy of tha Executive Order will be posted on our website is posted online at: hitp:/iwww.njslom.com/Gov_Christie_EG-COAH-2-10-2040.pdf
Questions on the Executive Order can be directed to Mike Cerra at meerra@njslom.com or (809) 695-3481 x120.
Very truly yours,

William G. Drossel, Jr.
Executive Director
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Execunive Departaext

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO.

WHEREAS, in Southern Burlington County N.A.A.C.P, V.

Township of wt. Laurel, 67 N.J. 1851 {1975) (“Mt. Laurel 1) and

Southern Burlington County N.A.A.C.P. V. Township of Mc,

Laurei, 92 N.J. 158 {1983} (“Mt. Laurel II"}, the Supreme Court

of New Jersey identified a constitutional obligation on the
part of municipalities to provide, by their lang use
regulations, for an appropriate choice of housing for a1}
categories of people who may desire to live there, including an
obligation to provide affordable housing to those of low and
moderate income; and

WHEREAS, in the decades since the Supreme Court of New
Jersey’'s decisions in Mt. Laurel T and Mt. Laurel II, there
have been eXtensive legislative and regulatory efforts
undertaken to ensure compliance with the Supreme Court's
decisions and ¢onstant litigation concerning the scope and
implementation of the Supreme Courtrs decisions and the
legislative and regulatory efforts undertaken to comply with
those decisions; and

WHEREAS, among  the legislative efforts undertaken in
tesponse to the Mt. Laurel decisions was the enactment of the
State Planning Act to create a State Planning Commission to

adopt a State Development and Redevelopment Plan (“State Plan”}

for, inter ailia, growth, open  space, agriculture and
conservation, and to project the growth in employment,

population, housing and land needs for development and
redevelopment in New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the State Planning Act, the
Legislature also enacted the Pair Housing Act (“FHA*} to

implement the constitutional obligation to provide affordable
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housing by creating the Council on Affordable Housing (“Coay~»),
and COAH has developed procedures and regulations in an effort
to provide affordable housing in a manner that is consistent
with the constitutional obligations identified in the ME.
Laurel decisions and the State Plan; and

WHEREAS, the burdensone procedures governing the provision
of affordable housing in New Jersey for those with low andg
moderate income developed by coan are excessively complex and
unworkable, Yesulting in delays, inefficiencies, litigation and
unreasonable costa to nunicipalities and the private sector
without appreciable bpregress being made for our citizens; and

WHEREAS, at Present, COAH'sg long-delayed “Third Round”
regulations that were originally due in 1995, adopted in 2004,
delayed by litigation, ang adopted in final form in 2008, are
again being chalienged before the Court; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Constitution regquires the
Governor to take care that the laws of this State be faithfully
executed, N.J.Const, {1947) Article V, Sectien 1, Paragraph 11;
and

WHEREAS, as Governor, I am committed to ensuring compliance
with constitutional requirements in a manner that is ag
efficient and effective as possible; and

WHEREAS, new thinking on statewide planning is necessary
due to the failure of COAH to ensure that gall constitutional
obligations with respect to the provision of affordable housing
are satisfied in a manner that is both fair and reascnable to
the already burdened municipalities of our State; angd

WHEREAS, the statutory and regulatory wechanisms currently
in place have proven to be an unduly burdensome and wholly

ineffective means of meeting these goals; and
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WHEREAS, the Legislature is Presently considering
amendments to the FHA and related statutes, which amendments
include the abolition of CCAH, the elimination of “growth
share” as a methodology to determine brospective need and the
elimination of a municipality’'s prior housing obligations;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, CHRIS CHRISTIE, Governor of the State of
New Jexsey, by virtue of the authority wvested in me by the
Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby ORDER
and DIRECT:

1. There is hereby established a Housing Opportunity Task
Force that shall undertake a review of the FHA, State Planning
Act  and the current and former CoAH regulations and
methodologies (the “rask Force”). The Task Force shall assess
the effect of these laws, the degree of success in
accomplishing the goals of meeting the constitutional
obligatione wunder the Mt. Laurel decisions consistent with

sound planning and economic growth, and the continued existence

of COAH.
2, The Task Force shall consist of 5 members appointed by
the Governor who shall serve at his pleasure. The Governor

shall select a chairperson from among the members of the Task
Force, All members of the Task Forece shall serve without
compensation, The membership shall include individuals who have
knowledge or expertise in the areas of affordable housing,
economic development, land use planning, environmental
protection and related issues.

3. The Task Force is charged with providing
recommendations to the Governor and specifically shall consider
the following, among other issues: {1) the best wmeans Ffor

determining whether a municipality should have any further
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affordable housing obligation; {2) the regions that have heen
used by COAH for more than 20 years ang whether they are stili
appropriate; (3) the means of incorporating workforce housing
into the concept of affordable housing; {4} the diverse and
significantly divergent State projections for housing and
employment growth to determine the obligation for a variety and
choice of housing, taking into consideration the need for open
space preservation and environmental protection as elements of
sound land use planning; (s5) mechanisms that should be used to
Support the rehabilitation of deteriorating housing in the
urban centers; {6} the means of developing economies,
efficiencies, and savings in the development bprocess; (7) ways
to  encourage rehabilitation as well as new development in
meeting the need for affordable housing; {8} the
appropriateness of methodologies that continue to include prior
round need or include ratroactive growth as part of a growth
share approach; and {2) any other issue referred to the Task
Force by the Governor,

4, The Task Force shall issue a report to the Governor
and the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs
with irs recommendations within 9g¢ days of the date of this
Order. The Task Force shall expire upon the issuance of its
final report. The final repoxrt of the Task Force shall be
provided to the Legislature and shall be made available to the
public,

5. For the next 90 days, conH shall refrain from taking
any further action to process applications for substanrive
certification or to take any other actions to implement the
Third Round regulations. The provisions of this Paragraph

shall not apply to any action if the applicant, for good cause
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shown, requests action ©°n a particular item ang the BActing
Commigsioner determines that such action is required within the
80 day period to prevent the 1loss of affordable housing
opportunities

6. All State officials and agencies shall cooperate fully
with the Task Force in the implementation of this Order, and
shall promptly furnish the members of the Task Force with any
and all information and assistance that they may from time to
time request

7. This Order shall take effect immediately and shall
remain in full force and effect until rescinded, modified, or

supplemented by me.

GIVEN, under my hand and seal this
day of
Two Thousand and Ten, and
of the Independence ¢f the
United States, the Two
Hundred and Thirty-Fourth.

Chris Christie
Governor

Attest:

Jeffrey 8. Chiesa
Chief Counsel to the Governor
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Media Advisory

February 9, 2010
‘Frenton, NJ

League Applauds Governor's Executive Order

In response to the Governor Chiris Christie’s Execulive implementing a 90-day window In which the Council of Affordable Housing {COAH) will not act
and creating a *Housing Cpportunity Task Force,” League Executive Director Bill Dressel issued the following statement.

“Governor Christie has heard the concerns raised by municipal officials about COAH's 3rd round methodology, its inflated population and job
projections, the lack of resources and funding and the subsequent impact on our property taxpayers.

“The League welcomes the Governor's actions.  We pledge to work with the Christie Administration, as well Senator Mascia Karrow and the members
of the Task Force crealed by the Executive Order and other stakeholders to assure that the State’s housing policy turns away from the bureaucratic,
costly approach embraced by COAH and replaces it with a simple solution {o affordable housing issues, which promotas sound planning and lessens
the financial burden on our taxpayers.”

IS

For further information contack: William G. Dressel, Jr., Executive Diraclor at (609)695-3481, extension 122 or 609-915-9072,
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